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REPORT. 


To the City Council of the City of New Bedford: 


GENTLEMEN: — We report the circulation of books for 
the year 1900, for home use, as being 115,763. This is a 
decrease from the circulation of 1899 of 14,253. Some of 
this decrease is attributed to the rather sparing purchases 
of popular novels, and especially to the library committee’s 
continuance of its policy of not furnishing duplicates of 
current fiction, but as the per centage of fiction circulation 
has increased from 77.4 to 79 per cent., it is evident that 
some other causes of decrease must be looked for also. It 
is difficult to account with satisfaction for variations in the 
circulation of books. Causes which are obscure have in- 
fluence, and their exact proportion is impossible of calcula- 
tion or even of estimate. However, it is a mistaken idea 
which judges of the value of a library to the community 
by the statistics of circulation. These figures do carry 
some impression of the extent of use, and when the varia- 
tions are abnormally large, they may serve as an index to 
the wisdom or unwisdom of policies. But no especially 
valuable deductions can be drawn from a small increase or 
decrease in any one year. 

The library now has a total of 75,035 volumes, beside 
its large collection of pamphlets and unbound material of 
various kinds. There is a net increase of 2527 volumes in 
the year. One of the causes for the reduced addition as 
compared with some years is the fast diminishing quantity 
of shelf room. In some sections of the library the incon- 
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venience is now very great, and in the present limited 
quarters the inconvenience is certain to grow rapidly in the 
near future. 

The only important change in the operation of the 
library sincé the last report is the reduction, in response to 
a large demand, of the age limit of card holders from 14 
to 12 years. There was some request for the abolition of 
all age limits, but the trustees were not disposed to go fur- 
ther at this time. An immediate result of the new depart- 
ure was to make more than ever apparent the necessity for 
a children’s room. <A large number of new cards was 
issued at once to children, and, although the rush of the 
first few days has since subsided, the patronage of the 
children has increased to such an extent as to emphasize 
the lack of space in the delivery and reading room more 
strongly than ever before. ‘The comfort of readers is badly 
interfered with, while students labor under every disad- 
vantage. If the admission of children to larger privileges 
in the library has shown nothing else, it has demonstrated 
that no library building of the future will be satisfactory 
without ample accommodations for this especial use. _ 

No important increase or decrease is shown in the use 
of the delivery stations and reading rooms at the north and 
south ends. They are well patronized and entirely justify 
their establishment ‘and maintenance. 

The art department is much appreciated, and the num- 
ber of those interested apparently increases. A complete 
list of the photographs has been printed in the Monthly 
Bulletin, of which the numbers are free to the public as 
long as the supply lasts. As in other departments, there is 
serious lack of space, but in this case the collection of pic- 
tures and books. suffers by reason of there being no proper 
place for their display. We need a large room, devoted 
especially to this department. ‘The trustees have now in 
hand plans for extending the collection of photographs to 
strengthen it in places where it is now weak. There is no 
doubt that the excursion into the collecting of pictures has 
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been a source of much gratification to many persons, and 
the trustees have every reason to be satisfied with the suc- 
cess of their experiment in this direction. 

Considerable progress has been made in the course of 
the last three or four years toward completing the set of 
periodicals referred to in Poole’s Index. . Only a few libra- 
ries have at the present time Poole sets as nearly complete 
as ours. | 

In the matter of replacing worn out bindings we have 
made considerable progress in the past year. An accumu- 
lation which has been in hand since we catalogued the 
library has been practically finished, so that in the future 
there will be little more than the regular wear and the 
periodical binding to provide for. The binding at the 
smallest must henceforth be a considerable tax on the finan- 
cial resources of the library. A large proportion of the 
new books are poorly bound when they come from the pub- 
lishers, and must be refastened into the covers after they 
have been out two or three times, while the natural wear 
in such a large collection is no small item. 

The trustees cannot omit their customary appeal, made 
annually for several years, for a provision for more room. 
Undoubtedly the library is doing a fine work for the city 
of New Bedford, but it could do more and better if it were 
housed in more adequate quarters. 


Respectfully, 


Game ASHLEY: 
J. L. G. MASON, * Ex-officio. 
(leah LAWTON, 


W.S. ALLEN, ) 

L. LeB. HOLMES, 

M. C. JULIEN, een 
KF. M. KENNEDY, Trustees. 


W. L. SAYER, 
I.B. TOMPKINS, Jk. 


ee 
Y 


In BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 
June 13, 1901., 


Received, ordered printed in the City Documents and 
sent down for concurrence. 


D. B. LEONARD, 
City Clerk. 


In COMMON COUNCIL, 
June 27, 1901. . 
Concurred. 
W. H. B. REMINGTON, 
Clerk. 
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GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1900. 


Volumes added to the library from all sources, 3,137 
Pamphlets added, 712 
Total additions, 3,849 
Volumes added by purchase, 2,147 
Volumes added by binding periodicals, 405 
Volumes added by gift, 585 
Volumes worn out and withdrawn, 610 
Volumes worn out and replaced, 376 
Net additions to the library in volumes, 2,527 
Volumes bound (including periodicals and volumes repaired 

at bindery), 2,454 
Total number of volumes in the library Jan. 1, 1901, 75,035 
Periodicals in the reading room, . 170 
Newspapers in the reading room, 22 
New cards issued, 969 
Books drawn for home use, - 115,763 
Decrease of circulation from 1899, 14,253 


Fiction and juveniles, 79 per cent. 
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ATTENDANCE AT THE LIBRARY ON SUNDAYS DURING 
1900. 


The largest attendance was Feb. 25—174. The smallest was 
Sept. 2 —20. (The library was closed on the. Sundays of July and 
August.) Total attendance for 43 Sundays, 3,180; average attend- 
ance, 73. 


January 7, 93 September 2, 20 
ty 14, 116 . 9, 21 
EE 21, 110 4 16, 48 
i 28, 101— 420 z 23, 41 
February 4, 92 ok 30, 44— 174 
fs Ti: 141 October ey 58 
i 18, 80 ts 14, 63 
‘if 25, 174— 487 21, 61 
March 4, 114 are 28, 67— 249 
is 1s 147 November 4, 65 
Es 18, 131 rs iB ke 72 
‘a 25, SO— 472 of 18, 83 
April sb 61 s 25, 60— - 280 
A 8, 67 December 2, fa fe 
4 15, 50 st 9: 144 
“ 7 hls cf - 16, 98 
29, 67— 315 ‘ 23, 72 
May 6, 50 cs 30, 86— 477 
ts 13; 27 ——— 
‘ 20, 4 3,180 
- 27, 38— 156 
June 3, 50 
«“ 10, 36 
“ 17; ; 


37 
27— 150 


Appropriation, 
Binding, 


Carrying books (branches), 


Furniture, 
Insurance, 
Newspapers, 
Periodicals, 
Printing, 
Repairs, 


Salaries and wages, 
So. Mass. Telephone Co., 


Supplies, 


Unappropriated account, 


Balance, 
Income, 


Binding, 
Books, 


Carrying books (branches), 


Freight, 


Furniture and repairs, 


Newspapers, 
Periodicals, 
Photographs, 
Supplies, 


Balance, 


Balance, 


Income (12 mos.), 


Balance, 


No expenditures. 


DOG FUND. 


CHARLES L. WOOD 
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EXPENDITURES, 1900. 


CITY APPROPRIATION. 


FUND. 


$11,680.00 


49 
83 
5.00 
60 $11,711.63 








$31.63 


$952.99 
1,306.43 








$2,259 42 


15 $694.03 








$1,565 .39 


$48.18 
80.00 








$128.18 
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CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 


Balance, 
Income (12 mos.), 


Balance, 
No expenditures. 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR., FUND. 


Balance, 
Income (12 mos.), 


Balance, 


GEORGE O. CROCKER FUND. 


Balance, 
Income (12 mos.), 


Books, 


Balance, 


JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 


Balance, 
Income (12 mos.), 


Balance, 
No expenditures. 


OLIVER CROCKER FUND. 


Balance, 
Income (12 mos.), 


Balance, 
No expenditures. 


$46. 24 
60.00 





$106.24 


$167.68 
96.00 


$263. 68 





$240.72 
- 400.00 





$640.72 
302.92 


$337.80 
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READING ROOM FUND. 


Balance, 
Furniture, $6.50 
N. B. Gas & Edison Light Co., 178 .30 
Newspapers, 58 . 00 
Periodicals, 44.00 
Supplies, 22.80 

Balance, 

SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND. 

Balance, 
Income, 
Books, $2,440.55 
Expressage, 3.50 
Periodicals, 13.50 

Balance, 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES. 
(Excluding Fines Acc’t.) 

Binding, 
Books, 


Carrying books (branches), 
Expressage and freight, 
Furniture and repairs, 
Insurance, 

N. B. Gas & Edison Light Co., 
Newspapers, 

Periodicals, 

Photographs, 

Printing, 

Salaries and wages, 

So. Mass. Telephone Co., 
Supplies, 


$941. 


309. 


$631. 


$723. 
3,000. 


$3,723. 





2,457. 


38 





$1,275 


$997. 
2,759. 
122. 


1] 





$15,475 


11 


55 


60 





95 


93 
00 


93 


55 


05 
61 
00 


.69 
178. 
375. 
178. 
213. 
509. 

26. 
504. 
9,443 | 
36, 
119. 


94 
00 
30 
60 
25 
05 
86 
83 
00 
5d 





73 


Included in above is $309.60 expended on branch reading rooms 


(exclusive of salaries). 
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GIF TS— 1900. 





Volumes. Pamphlets. 


ACK er Hin ley: sigs. uh wiacg ace, ab ees siamese nase cages 1 
Adame ANervine*ASylutiin ..-p49s0 Fee eee ee ae ; Tak 
Alcorn Ag. & Mech. College, Westside, Miss.... 1 
Aldredse, George N.; Dallas; [éxas,¢ 0.4/2. eee 1 
AillemsY Walter Soi tie oa shies cate ree ieee oe 5 
Alm y SF ranGis asic Screcils an Aes eke eee ae 1 
American Anti-Imperialist League............ 4 
American Anti-vivisection Society.............. 2 
Aimérican Humane Association’... ..2eee. eee 1 
American Union League Society... 2.4 cc .saeeene 1 
Amherst College st vc a kere «ea ce 2 
Andover Theological Seminary ... .........0.- 1 
Atkinson, Edward, Brookline, Mass............. 1 1 
Balch,’Edwin, Philadelphia; 4.\\...,0i/¢ asta pt 
Balch, Thomas W., Philadelphia ............... 1 
Bancroft-wW hitney Co.t2 ss. ence ah eee tee ee 1 
Bartiety George Fi. fa veiw ak. ee eae eee 2 
Bartlett, Wisi o2c4e" enw oa a eee eee ee 1 
Barton, William H.,-Oak Park Tilt. aoe 2 
Bivelow; Wimsoturgis, Bostony sq) a. aioe oan 4 
Board of Cemetery Commissioners, New Bedford 2 
Boston Northshnd Missions gic. ee eee ore, ee 1 
Boston Young Men’s Christian Union........... 2 
HOW UO COMES. xen ween eaten ek aoe eee ee bse 
BraswiauansikeveLimothiycc noses i es eee 1 
Bresiaver.\ Meyer -Béthig 2) ica 2. hee 1 
Brooks ssFrancis “U O2s0;, 6 is os sees ee. eee 1 
Brow 2 University; Providences R.-1f 295, 9... oe 3 
Brownell 6. prank /sNew York cre ose 2s 1 
Bunker Hill Monument Association............. 1 
Birtle Hospital for the-insane:. ju. eee euneee | 
Chandlensi Win: Bee cw Rehisre ee ek 2 


Channing; Walters ea. co. a se eae 0 as eae 1 
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Civil Service Reform Association, New York ... 
Clark, Mrs. Jonas Gilman, Worcester, Mass... 
Clark University, Worcester, Mass.............. 
ey memiewernyaterville, Me.................% 
SITIO OOS i ks eee 
NMMEEMIUCT SEALE OF... 2.25. cee te es 
PIMEPEIINEEEOICY Se ccc e tee e es oe 
MEER asl So ayes ccs cals te weeascs 
ee aT Eo OSTON. . . nn ee ce paces 
RMOPEM EE LOUIS i es noes we dees ee 
Datversuciety’) i.i.... eee Coutts ee cit 
Democratic Honest Money League............. 
epee SC URNTICEY See, 
PEE ETE DTOOUNS CO... eee eee se 
Fairmount Park Art Association, Philadelphia . 
Pimmeee sleepin MUSEU.) -... 0.5. ket ee ee. 
Detemme POCIOIOPY-StUdy..... 0... ee eee 
UT ASS 0 oe 
so RSS 
a El Ut a ce 
SS Sa 
nS NINIG! 5. os sk ces ee pens cee ks sh 
Hail, Waiter Scott, San Francisco.............. 
Hsarerora 1 heological Seminary................. 
fipevera University, Cambridge................ 
SePPEIPEAIEERIN GUD). cus sl... eee ae ec ss 
Hewitt, Edward G., Brooklyn, N. Y............ 
Pipuieeas, jonn, Philadelphia.................. 
Howland, Cornelius, Jr., Estate........... 1 map 
SUMMERS Cy. ck he es ce ec cscs pees 
Hunnewell, James Frothingham................ 
Pautemsaeon tt, 5., New Bedford............... 
Indian Rights Association, Philadelphia ........ 
Memensticis WHIVeETSity.. 0...) eke eee eee 
ch a I Aa a 
Sc : 
Kimball School, New Bedford.................- 
EE ec 0 oi, ae Wiis cele s wp coGs ban’ 
Lake Forest University....... ate ores 

Same Monnonk Conference............0...0c08. 
Lawrence Academy, Groton, Mass............. 
Leonard, Mary Hall, Rochester, Mass........... 
Levy, Miss Florence M., New York............. 
Liberty & Property Defence League ............ 


Volumes. 


we 


vw 


Pamphlets 
1 


me bo 


DDS ee 


— 


ed leek heel heed INS pened 
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Libraries : 
Catalogues, Bulletins and Reports— 


Baltimore. Enoch Pratt Free Library...... 
Boston. General Theological Library...... 
Poblic vibrary <3 iia. oe re oe ee 
Bridgewater Memorial Public Library. ..... 
Brookline;Public Library.cs seis ok ee 
Brooklyn,.Public:labrary. ¢., one dun eae 
Burlington, Vt. Fletcher Free Library. ... 
Cambridge, Mass. Free Public Library .. 
Harvard University Library............ 
Chelsea, Fitz ‘Public Librarye «aoe eee 
Chicago Public library... 2.3.75 5 se ale eae 
Cincinnati yublcw library ceece ee ose 
Cleveland, O.. Public Library ).0 2. wee 
Dayton, O. Public Library and Museum. . 
Dover, NH “Public Dibrarye a 4.04 5) ceaee 
Rall Rivet Publiculiabrarwec. on. o. eee 
Hitchbury Library. jn. 8 ser sas ap «ieee 
Germantown. Friends’ Library............ 
Hartford Public Aibrary 2) weer 
Haverhill, Mass. —-Public.Library:, 75, ae 
Hoboken, N. J; Bree Public Library 
Jersey. City. Public Libratys. a oss oe ee 
Lawrence.PublicsLabrary =, . [cats sc eee 
Lincoln, England, Public Library........ Ae 
i,os.Angeles Public: Libraryien. «3.5050 oe 
Madison, Ct. E. C. Scranton Memorial 
Labrary cits. Ghee eee eee 1 
Memphis,-Lenn.. .Cossitt iuibrary «. J... wee 
Milwaukee: Publiciwibrary.. 05 age ek ee 
New Haven. Free Public Library .,....... 
New Orleans, La. Howard Memorial 
La brary 24.4 seen tastieas, <a su eee ae 
New York City. General Soc’y of Me- 
ehanics and sl radesitiett:, .-.9ah cree oe 
Mercantile Library Association,........ 
Pic LaADrALy ir ane certs eae ae 
New York State. University of the State 
OL New Vork otate: Library... 2 camo 
Newark, N. J. Free Public hibrary........ 
North Easton, Mass. Ames Free Library... 
Oakland. Cal. uPreeLibrary vec. ase ke ae 
Patersons Nise Pubic Liprarvs ucts Ves 


io 2) 
Phe ee DD DW DD DO 


a 


aS 


— 


be 


— jt 
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Philadelphia. Apprentices Library Com- 


PAvrery COMPANY ow. Loewe es 
Mercantile Library Company........... 
Philadelphia Free Library.............. 
Pittsburg, Pa. Carnegie Library .. 
Portland Public Library ........... 
Providence Athenzum............. 
Providence Libraries........... 
BEA OTAYY oo Vek ee os 


oe 8 0) 6, wv oe 


eee swe wee 


se eee ewe 


“eee ee ee 


ee ee ewe 


St. Louis Mercantile Library Association ... 


Salem Public Library .............. 
San Francisco Public Library ...... 


os ee w eee 


Scranton, Pa. Albright Memorial Library. . 


Bemteie Sublic Libfary ..........00 
Somerville Public Library ......... 
Springfield. City Library Association 
Pemattener UbLiC: Library. oii Pease Mts oes 
Waterbury, Ct. Bronson Library .......... 
Waltham Public Library........... 
Worcester Free Public Library:.... 


rh 
Be I eS Oo 
BpommretenreWaANOl, .. f.scic... se... 
TApeete esse SCU0O! fois. oy ee. 
Peyimataboricaljoociety.>.......05..... 
Pee IDS ne ooh ele oo eae we lb 0% 
TT Sh eo Fe) 
Massachusetts, Commonwealth of ...... 


v Sha >) ee, cals 


© de bs « 6 


yee) EC 


eevee eres 


oe ee ee oe 


oe eee wee 


$4: @e,e,0, 8 © 


oes evee ee 


Massachusttts Civil Service Commissioners..... 
Massachusetts Free Public Library Commission. 
Massachusetts Gas & Electric Light Com- 


I 0a 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. . 


Massachusetts Society of Sons of American 


a 


Massachusetts Total Abstinence Society 


BUEACMEERIOREDINITIC A... icy 6 odes ns 
Memreeere Wat By... se ec tcc wees 
Missouri Historical Society............. 
Music Students’ Club Extension..... .. 


6 0, Ge wel 


see eee we 


seers eee 


© 5g Oks uw eke 
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New England Water Works Association ........ 
Newsy ork Karmersiay tics ees peeve emcee Paes 
New England Historic Genealogical acs is 
Orange Judd’ Cov. i o..5 65 «se oe pee ae : 
Pan-American Herald Co., Buffalo, N. MATTE AR 
Passetiger Dep’t of the Chickoa Rock Island 

Sc Pacihic RR. Rea, cere: Cer ae bee eee 
Peabody: Institute, ‘Baltimore: ...V.7. eel eueae 
Peabody Institute, Danvers, Mass............... 
Pennsylvania, Prison Society .......... 
Perce; Warren R., Providence. Tssccs.k Gee 
Perkins Institution & Massachusetts School 

for the Blind 03.34.45 ema ee ete nae 
Petry, Chas. Ho. iat sts tee tite tie nnn See 
Pettingill Sor. en. os ae wn Saw gsc 
Philadelphia City ‘Institnté, ..s.00u. 2 5eeeeee 
Providence Record Commissioners ... ..... e: 


Reorganized Church of Christ of Latter Day 
Saints 0.84 24. deer k «hms 6 cee Oe 
Rhode Island'School-of Desion 2-4...) 
Richards, Lysander:S..** i; eae eee 0 eee 
Rogers, Hétiry HH o2s0 (0.8) 5.5 eee ae 
Rogets, James’ SiGh «odes 2 otha sates aoe i 
Rosse, Irving C.) “MND! > s Seer eee ee 
Royal Society of Canadair: its suse ene <a 
Russell, Mrs> Wm Ass. <>. gs eee ene cieee ee 
Sayer, William L., New Bedford....... 24 photos 
School of Industrial Art of Penn. Museum ....:. 
Shirley, Geo. Ho, Mtr Vernon, iN, soos oo ee 
Smith, A; ]., Cleveland, 0) stvice wen. eer: . on eee 
Smith tLOUs PLOKC nos oe aeete te ere eee a ist ae 


Sound Currency Committee of the Reform 
Ait INEW NOLES. ines ae teens Be ee 
Stearns, Prank Preston Get vers aeeee ele Ce 
Strawbridge, Justus C., Philadelphia, Penn...... 
WHIT Lee ULOOL see Poe nnn ee eA cee eee 
PUGINNGCUL DELS. «ite as ee cee one oe ee are eee 
LODEY, ney. tells US: Buca ioan : cinta tte sake en 
TOWle MAnulacturing Col. acters eae ee nee 
Trinitarian Church Club (The Messenger),,,,... 


fed. fod! fel food 


— et et 


84 
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Trustees of Public Reservations................. 
Trustees of the Phoebe A. Hearst Arch-Plan..... 
MUUMINERESIWVETO Loe. ee oi cence sears cree 
United States Government: 
Semeeoreetieral Ss OMCE es we wes 
Bureau of American Republics..... ........ 
0 aC) rr 
Mavanmeryice Commission .............:.... 
ot A I oe 
Cmmmmaesiouer General’s Office.’,............ 
MMR UITECtOLY 2’, oon cc ee ee oles 
MNIPMRUELEGS, 05's, pose ees esse we ce eee cs 
Department of Agriculture.......... 49 Nos. 
RRMIROUIGE LADOT ... ace eee ete ees 
MUMNPEERIREUPIE WV GL. sc ec cc cece eee ces 
Department of the Interior.......... 13 Nos. 
memerrrmene of the Navy ............. 
yepariment of the Treasury.....5....,5...:. 
Sempra esULVCY,.......-5 2.0525 4 atlases 
as aI 
(S99 [el a 
ah Oe Se 9 a re 
SE gi ar 
Postoffice Department..... ted ih on ahe wine ee 
Superintendent of Documents..... ReMi ae ases 
Superintendent of Indian Schools........... 
ee 0 UY Ss oar a 
University Club, New York, No. 1 W. 5ist st.... 
DOAPRE PCGPMSHICOPO cee kee kaa eee. 
EI PEOPIIAUMIY yc kee es ee ek Coes cs 
eure MebTaska . 22... ee hes 
University of Pennsylvania ................6... 
Drimemneme Letmensee )). al i es 
University of the State of New York............ 
University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt.......... 
Vandergrift Land & Improvement Co........... 
SS ee 
ee Se 
EE EE Ree an 
OTL ey hes weekends edetae wen 
Meearly preeting for Pa., N.Y. & Del............ 
Young Men’s Christian Asso., New Bedford..... 
CNS ie 6 a ce d's Ah SRL ee ois 


o 


nw — 


vo 
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PERIODICALS, ETC. 


American Anti-Vivisection Society. Journal of Zoophily, 1900. Phil., 
1900. OQ. | 

American Peace Society. The Advocate of Peace. 1900. Bost., 
19002""O. 

Catholic Union Publishing Company, The Catholic Union, 1900. 
New Bedford, 1900. fo. 

Christian Science Pub. Society. The Christian Science Journal, 
1900. Bost., 1900. O. 

Christian Science Sentinel. Bost., 1900. fo. 

Cook, Thomas & Son. Cook’s Excursionist, 1900. N. Y., 1900. fo. 

Filmer, John and others, kds. The New Earth, 1900. N. Y., 1900. 
fo. 6 nos. 

Holy Cross College, Worcester. The Holy Cross Purple, 1900. 
Worc., 1900.. O. 

Illinois Anti-Vivisection Society. Our Fellow Creatures. Chicago, 
1900. O. 9 nos. 

League of American Wheelmen. Elliott's Magazine, including 
L. A. W. and Good Roads, zow I, A. W. Magazine, 1900. Bost.. 
1900. fo. 

Lummis, Chas. F., 4d. The Land of Sunshine, 1900. Los Angeles, 
REV Ors AU ye Oe 

Money Pub. Company. Money, N. Y., 1900. 8 nos. 


Publishers. 
Order of the Golden Age. Herald of the Golden Age, 1900. Lond. QO. 
The American. Phil., 1900. fo. 26 nos. 
Book Reviews, 1900. N. Y.,.1900. O. 
The Chicago Banker, Chicago, Ill., 1900. 8°. 
The Guide, 1900. Fresno, Cal., 1900. fo. 
The Harlequin, New Orleans, 1900. fo. 
National Single Tax. N. Y., 1900. fo. 
North American Notes and Queries. Quebec, Can., 1900. Q. 
O Arauto, Oakland, Cal., 1900. fo. 
Paradise of the Pacific. Honolulu, 1900. Q. 12 nos. 
The Primitive Methodist Journal, Fall River, 1900. fo. 
The Public, Chicago, 1900. Q. 
Star Monthly, Oak Park, I11., 1900. OQ. 
Suggestive Theraputics, Chicago, 1900. O. 9 nos, 
Sunset, San Francisco, Cal., 1900. O. 8nos. 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. The 
Saints Herald, 1900. Tamoni, Iowa, 1900. O. 
Autumn Leaves, 1900. Lamoni, Iowa, 1900, O., 
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Travelers Insurance Company. Travelers Record, 1900. Hartford, 
1900. 4°. 

U. S. Government (Congress). Congressional Record, 1900. Wash., 
1900. Q. 

University of Tennessee. Tennessee University Magazine, 1900. 
Knoxville, 1900. O. 

Webb, George H., Providence. Board of Trade Journal, 1900. Prov., 
1900. Q. 

World’s Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. Union Signal, 1900. 
Chicago, 1900. fo. 
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ROBERT C. INGRAHAM 


Died 
March three, nineteen hundred and one 





RESOLUTIONS. 


AT A MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES of the Free Public 
Library, held April 29, 1901, the following was _ pre- 
sented by Mr. Tompkins, chairman of the committee to 
prepare a memorial with relation to thedeath of Robert C. 
Ingraham : 

The committee on resolutions begs leave to submit as 
a part of its report the tribute written by one of its number, 
Mr. Sayer, and printed in The Evening Standard, March 
4, 1901, believing that it embodies in full detail the ideas 
of this board of trustees as regards their estimate of the 
character and work of Mr. Ingraham, and in addition we 
offer the following resolutions: 

RESOLVED, That we tender to the family of Robert 
C. Ingraham our deep sympathy in their bereavement and 
the assurance that we fully appreciate hislong and efficient 
service in behalf of the city to which his whole life was 
devoted, and that we will do all in our power to perpetuate 
his memory and emphasize the value of his labors. 

RESOLVED, That copies of all articles printed in the 
papers published in New Bedford, referring to Mr. Ingra- 
ham’s death and life work, also the article by W. L. R. 
Gifford, written for the Library Journal, be spread upon 
the records of this board and printed in the annual report. 
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A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY. 


The following is the biography of Mr. Ingraham, sub- 
stantially as it appeared in the New Bedford daily news- 
papers, on the day succeeding his death: é 

Robert C. Ingraham, librarian of the Free Public 
Library since its foundation in 1852, died yesterday, aged 
74 years. 

For several years past Mr. Ingraham’s health had 
failed, and within a short time he had been confined to the 
house with illness. He recovered sufficiently to be about 
last week, and was at the library as late as last Thursday, 
remaining there until the closing hour in the evening. 

Mr. Ingraham was born in New Bedford, February 
11, 1827, the son of Robert and Phoebe (Coffin) Ingraham. 
When he was about 20 years of age he was employed in 
the office of the New Bedford Mercury, then under the 
control of the elder Benjamin Lindsey. Subsequently he 
was employed by the New Bedford Social Library, a cor- 
poration which, in 1852, turned over its property to the city 
of New Bedford as a nucleus of the New Bedford Free 
Public Library. The library then contained about 5,500 
volumes. 

~ The City Council, on July 20, 1852, made an appro- 
priation for a free public library, the collection of the Social 
library having been offered to the city for $600. It was 
not until August 16, 1852, that the ordinance formally 
bringing the Free Public Library into existence, was passed. 
The first board of trustees met September 13, 1852, and 
formally accepted the offer of the Social library corpora- 
tion for the transfer of its books. The sale actually took 
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place on September 25, 1852, and in October rooms for the 
library were fitted in thesecond story of the Perkins build- 
ing, which stood on Union street, on the site of the present 
Eddy building. There were several candidates for the 
position of librarian. At ameeting held October 21, 1852, 
the trustees elected Mr. Ingraham. | 

From this time the history of the Free Public Library 
and Mr. Ingraham’s life have been interwoven. Fora 
considerable period after the library was established Mr. 
Ingraham was its sole custodian, attending not only to the 
duties of ordinary administration, but to such work as 
sweeping the floors, dusting the shelves, covering the 
books and making the fires. He was the last man in the 
world to ask others to do for him, and _ his desire to do for 
himself was a characteristic which marked his work to 
the end. 

As the library grew in size and as the demands upon 
it increased, assistance was given him, and he then devoted 
his time to attaining that thorough acquaintance with the 
resources of the library which was such a marvel to those 
who had occasion to consult him. 

When he became librarian, Mr. Ingraham had some 
knowledge of German and of the library methods and cata- 
loguing which were then in vogue. Upon this foundation 
he built up a breadth of culture and an acquaintance with 
library administration which made him noted in library 
circles. The first catalogue which he issued as librarian 
attracted a good deal of attention, bothin this country and 
among librarians abroad, because of its minute detail. 

Mr. Ingraham labored to make the Public Library a 
place for the preservation of local records. His hobby was 
the collection of everything possible relating to the history 
of southern Massachusetts, and it is doubted if any other 
public library in the United States contains so complete a 
fund of facts pertaining to local history as the library which 
has been so long under Mr. Ingraham’s charge. He felt 
it a part of the librarian’s duty to thoroughly know the 
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books upon the library shelves, and this familiarity not 
only with the titles, but with the contents of the books, 
made his advice and his memory invaluable to those who 
went to the library for information. It is related that nota 
few students from other cities have sought the New Bedford 
library in which to make their researches, because of the 
assistance which Mr. Ingraham, through his daggee knowl- 
edge, was able to give them. 

In addition to his work within the library, Me Ingra- 
ham carried on a.considerable correspondence with the cus- 
todians of various other libraries and with literary men and 
historians. Outside his library work he devoted himself 
to the study of lichens, and was in correspondence with 
Lesquereaux and Sullivant and other European. lichenolo- 
gists of note. On several occasions the two who have been 
named acknowledged, in a very complimentary manner, 
the assistance which his research had afforded them. This 
work was carried on solely because of his love of knowl- 
edge and because of his desire to help others to information, 
a trait which was particularly characteristic of the man. 

Mr. Ingraham was married to Rhoby A. Cranston, 
who, with a daughter, survives him. His brother, Andrew 
Ingraham, is the master of the Swain Free school. 
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TRIBUTES TO MR.. INGRAHAM. 


|Z. W. Pease in The Morning Mercury. | 

The death of Robert C. Ingraham, for nearly a half 
century librarian at the Free Public Library, is an event 
which will fill the community with sorrow. Mr. Ingraham 
served long years of apprenticeship in the service of knowl- 
edge and he possessed an extensive fund, of the most 
various description. He was a master of universal erudi- 
tion and his knowledge was at the service of the humblest 
inquirer. Through his foresight the library took up various 
specialties, such as Quaker literature, local history and 
other features, which have given it character and made it 
among the foremost libraries in the country, where many, 
with a larger number of volumes, are inconspicuous. Dur- 
ing many years when he was the active spirit, his discrimi- 
nating taste and selection contributed to this consummation. 
He was not alone thoroughly acquainted with the library 
which he directed, but he could bring from the storehouse 
of his wisdom a mass of intormation to bear directly upon 
subjects brought to his attention by the library patrons. 
Mr. Ingraham has been a potent influence in the general 
literary culture of this community and there are few among 
us who would be more irreparably missed. 


| William L. Sayer in The Evening Standard. | 
When Death takes out of the community a man like 
Robert C. Ingraham, occasion is given to reflect upon the 
value of a Life. Here was one whose years had been given 
to the public service in one modest and not imposing: field. 
He had rather shunned all other interests than those hav- 
ing to do with the collection of books which today is his 
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monument. What men mean by success when they talk 
in the dialect of the street or the shop meant scarce anything 
to him. He stood apart from the crowd which jostles for . 
dollars, or for power, or for the adulation of their fellows, 
and gave his life to the library which was put into his 
charge years ago and which he expended all his energiesin 
perfecting. We do not suppose that it ever crossed his 
mind that his was a remarkable character, and that he lived 
a remarkable life. He was never afflicted with any undue 
self-consciousness; he had that Genuine modesty which for- 
bade his dwelling on his own merits; and he was thor- 
oughly engrossed in his books. It was to him a matter of 
course that he knew the library so well; so he never assumed 
that there was anything wonderful about it, or that he had 
been for so many years an exceptional servant of this city 
of New Bedford. il 

And yet, we can hardly think of another man in this 
city of whom, had he died yesterday, quite so universal a 
chorus of respect and admiration would have arisen. There 
are men who have been accumulating dollars while he has 
been going in and out among the bookshelves; but of not 
many of them can it be said that they have accumulated 
the respect of this community as he has piled it up in all 
these long years of faithfulness. Since he became the 
library’s custodian many other men have come, have been 
for a time conspicuous in the public eye, and have gone; 
and only here and there has one attained the unanimous 
confidence and esteem which were his. Nor was this be- 
cause he had any command of the artifices which make 
men popular. Probably he never gave the matter of popu- 
larity a moment’s thought. There were other things bet- 
ter worth while to him, and these he had unremittingly 
followed. In truth, except for the inspiration of the sug- 
gestions which came to him from his books, he was shy 
and reserved, not seeking notice, but tending to retire from 
it. He did not angle for the praise of the people. 
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But, as we have said, he won that which was better 
than praise; and he won it simply because he was faithful 
to his trust. In that one word — faithfulness — we think 
the whole secret is hidden. True enough, Mr. Ingraham 
had some exceptional natural capabilities. His memory and 
his faculty for gathering information and for being able to 
make use of it on demand were little short of marvelous. 
Habitues of the library who had become well enough 
acquainted with him to draw his conversation were often 
amazed at his readiness of knowledge concerning the most 
diverse topics. In the days when he was yet an attendant 
on the throng of book-takers, it was the wonderment of 
many that he was able to find instantly almost any book 
in the library without recourse to the catalogue; but this_ 
was merely the extension of the memory of any well trained 
book-store clerk. What far surpassed it was his familiar- 
ity with the contents of the books themselves — and not a 
mechanical familiarity, but an intelligent, comprehensive 
knowledge. He was not a mere animated card-catalogue ; 
he was the library itself. Still, it was the man himself, 
after all, rather than what he knew, that inspired respect. 
Everybody understood that the library was the great affair 
of his life; and everybody recognized that his faithfulness 
to it was dominant. That is why, after a half century of 
service, he lays down the work with the well-won esteem 
of all New Bedford. 

Much might be said of some of the special service he 
has done for the library; and so for the city. It is to his 
care and foresight that we owe an excellent collection of 
local historical material. For all these years he has been 
an indefatigable gatherer of the scraps which go to make 
up the record of a people. Much that was in imminent 
danger of being lost has been saved by him. The founda- 
tions of the genealogical division of the library were well 
laid by him, and he has contributed largely to the collec- 
tion of a body of Quakeriana equaled by few libraries in 
this country. At the same time, he carried the library 
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forward in many more immediately popular lines, until in 
recent years his failing health compelled the delegation of 
the work to other hands. 

Since Mr. Ingraham became the librarian of the New 
Bedford library ideals and methods of library work have 
undergone radical changes. We do not think the first 
promoters of the public library themselves comprehended 
exactly what they were launching. Whatever the profes- 
sion may have been, the library was essentially an institu- 
tion for the select few, who desired to frequent a place 
where the quiet of the books was rivaled by the quiet of 
the readers. The library was a place in which to keep 
books; the librarian’s office was to keep them. Whata 
library could doin stimulating the intellectual life of a 
whole community, and in affording the best recreation of 
books, was only dimly forseen—if forseen at all; and 
- sometimes we think it is not understood even yet. But 
there has been a wonderful advance, and in his time and 
in his way Mr. Ingraham has becn an efficient agent of 
that advance. If our readers will pardon a personal allu- 
sion as an illustration, we may call to mind an evening 
long ago when a boy, half afraid to speak in the awe- 
inspiring quietude of that old library room, whispered to 
Mr. Ingraham his wish for a good authority on rhetoric. 
Somehow or other the librarian had always before stood in 
his mind as an unapproachable and austere person — a grim 
sentinel over untouchable rows of bookshelves. Instead he 
found in that evening all the resources of the library and 
the librarian at his command, and it was then and there 
revealed what a free public library meant. Itis trueenough | 
that Mr. Ingraham looked with some uncertainty on inno- 
vations of library work which have come in in recent years, 
but the spirit of what is best in all that is new was in his 
heart years ago. Practice has gone far beyond the usage 
of his early days, but after all he led the way. 

By his simple devotion to the one duty of his long life- 
service, Robert C. Ingraham has made this community his 
perpetual debtor. 
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[ William L. R. Gifford in The Library Journal. | 

The death of Robert C. Ingraham, librarian of the 
New Bedford Free Public Library, has brought to an end 
a notable career in American librarianship. Mr.'Ingraham 
was born in New Bedford, February 11, 1827, and died 
March 3, 1901, in the city where he had spent his life. In 
1852, the year of the establishment of the public library of 
Boston, the New Bedford library was instituted. Mr. In- 
graham was chosen librarian, and thereupon took up the 
work to which he gave nearly a half century. The library 
was opened to the public March 3, 1853, and it was on the 
forty-eighth anniversary of this day that Mr. Ingraham 
died. 

The library in New Bedford had as a nucleus about 
5,500 volumes, which had belonged to a moribund share- 
holders’ library ; now it has more than 72,000, and it is the 
largest library in southeastern Massachusetts. Thestrength 
and good proportions of the present collection are due to 
Mr. Ingraham’s scholarship, unsparing labor, and discern- 
ment of local needs. ‘To cite an example, the department 
of Quaker literature is particularly rich, and will prove of 
ever-increasing value to a city of which the early history is 
closely connected with that of the Society of Friends. 

Much of Mr. Ingraham’s work as a librarian was done 
while there was no expectation of the wonderful develop- 
ment which recent years have witnessed in the entire library 
world. When he began his duties a librarian was regarded 
as little more than a conservator of books, and the influence 
of a public library in advancing general education was 
something which experience had yet to teach. The simple 
aims, however, which from the outset Mr. Ingraham kept 
steadily in view must always be essential; for he sought to 
employ every possible resource for building up his library 
and making it of the utmost helpfulness. 

In 1858 the New Bedford library published, in octavo 
form, an excellent dictionary catalogue, which was widely 
used at the time. This catalogue was followed by two 
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supplements, issued respectively in 1869 and 1876. The 
supplements were similar in plan to the original volume, 
while at the same time the increased revenues of the library 
permitted the printing of a greater amount of analytical 
matter. Mr. Ingraham compiled entirely the three cata- 
logues mentioned, and much of the work was done while 
he had little or no assistance in the daily management of 
the library. During more than thirty years of the library’s 
history no one else catalogued a book that was added toits 
shelves. 

Mr. Ingraham kept in touch with the changes in meth- 
ods of library administration, and was not prevented by 
what might have been a pardonable conservatism from 
adopting those which his good judgment approved. No 
better instance of this could be given than his decision to 
abandon the old ‘fixed location” system of the early day 
for a modern method of classification. Mr. Ingraham 
recognized that the growth of the library rendered a change 
imperative and he was not influenced by the fact that the 
consequent shifting about of the entire library meantfor him 
the giving up of a habit, fixed by more than thirty years of 
usage, of being able to lay his hand at will on any book 
upon his shelves, with no thought of-consulting a catalogue. 

‘The community which Mr. Ingraham served for so 
many years knew him chiefly as a man of retiring disposi- ~ 
tion and of simple tastes, who was the final court of appeal 
for information of all kinds. Yet the real extent of his 
acquirements was known to comparatively few people. 
The lack in his youth of educational advantages that would 
naturally have been welcome served only to confirm anin- 
clination for solitary study; and for many years he was a 
hard student during almost every available hour. He pos- | 
sessed an intimate knowledge of his library, due to omni- 
vorous reading and a marvelous memory, as well as to the 
fact that he had selected and catalogued most of the books 
on the shelves. Mr. Ingraham’s knowledge of biblio- 
graphy was of unusual extent and accuracy, and he pos- 
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sessed that highly desirable qualification of a librarian 
which consists of a great fund of information relating to 
the history of the community in which he lives. It is not 
so well known that until failing health forbade the use of a 
microscope Mr. Ingraham had for many years given spare 
hours (one marvels that he found any) to botanical study, 
and had few equals in his knowledge of mosses and liver- 
worts. ° 

Mr. Ingraham devoted his life, with no thought of self- 
interest, to the institution intrusted to him in his youth. 
His erudition was always at the disposal of everybody who 
sought his assistance, and his genuine, simple modesty ren- 
dered him absolutely incapable of knowing the value of the 
help he afforded. He felt a personal obligation to make 
his library respond to every demand, and when this was 
accomplished he cared for no other reward. 

And yet, by those who had the privilege of knowing 
Robert Ingraham well, his acquirements and his profes- 
sional mastery will be less frequently recalled than the 
straightforward simplicity and modesty of his character and 
his inflexible integrity. The kindly acts and generous deeds 
with which his life was filled were never made known 
when he could conceal them. He met every misfortune 
without complaint, and he has finished the work of a long 
life with no duty neglected. 
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